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KOCHI: Sashi Abraham won't rest till her son Anand Jon, the high-profile Indian fashion designer now undergoing imprisonment

in the US, is freed and brought back to her country.

"My son used to say 'depression is not something we can afford. I don't want to have a weeping mother'; his words inspire me,''

Sashi told TOI here on the sidelines of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas.

She said the writ she had filed in the New York court would come up for hearing soon. She would have to carry on with the

case in the Los Angeles court simultaneously.

Jon, who hails from Kerala, is in jail in California after he was sentenced to 59 years' imprisonment by a court there for various

crimes like rape and child abuse. "This is a clear case of racial bias that Indians have to face in the US. My son has been framed

in a corporate game and it had been the result of conspiracies by several elements. Initially, he was accused of having raped

32 women; it was brought down to 16 women and later to seven women. He had cleared a lie detector test and had challenged

all the women who are hurling charges against him," Sashi said.

She said she had not been getting enough support from the Indian government in her campaign for justice for Anand. "Some in

the government say that Jon has now been convicted but they should know that there could always be cases of incorrect

judicial pronouncements. They should learn from the way the Italian government is fighting the case of naval marines allegedly

involved in gunning down Indian fishermen.''

She said she had given representations to all in Indian government, including the Prime Minister. "But I'm to get any support

from them. The only person whom I haven't met so far is external affairs minister Salman Khurshid. I couldn't meet him here at

the Pravasi meet as well, maybe I will in New Delhi."

Sashi said she was, however, getting good support from Indians overseas and in the country. "I came to the Pravasi meet to

enlist the support of Indians for my campaign. All of them whom I could talk to extended their support. Fighting a legal battle in

the US is very expensive but there are many who support us."
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